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The Mano River Union Youth Parliament
Working for peace in Liberia, Sierra Leone and Guinea
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Introduction

With this booklet we want to show the positive
actions of youmng people in 8 post conflict region
by giving an impression of the Mano River Union
Peace Cargvan, This unique svent in the MRL
basin (Siera Leone, Liberia and Guinea) was
organised in Movember 2004 by the MBL) yvouwth
parliament to promote peace among the local
people, especialy vouth, Both Siera Leone and
Lib=ria hava just come out of yvears of civil strive in
which civiliars have besn tha major victim of brutal
abuses and total chacs and where youth played
a prominent role in the war as child combatants,
Howrevar, yvoung people from tha same region hawve
come together to work for peace in their countries,
This has resulted in the establishment of the Mano
River Uinkon Youth Parliament.

Thie booklet will ghve 3 face to the young people
that are constituting the yvouth pariamant, Besides
information on the MBL youth pardiament yvou can
read the young parliamentarians' impressions and
ideas and == what the Peace Caravan looked like.

The booklet is especially made for African youth living
im the Digspora, notably the Metherdands, to show
them what their peers are doing back home and o
create a link betwesan them and their fellow wouth in
the home countries.

Hane fum!
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Information on the
Mano River Union
Youth Parliament

What is tha MALU youth porlinmant?

The kMano Rver Linion Youth Padament (MALYF) s & subs
regianal netsark of young peacebuikders, students, jcurnalists,
developmant practifioners and hsman rights aclivists within
the Mano Fiver Linion Basin (Liberia, Siesma Leana and Guineal
thal adhvocaies for pance, human rghts and the desaloprmant
of young man, women and fher communiies. The MEUYP
is an indintes of the Wosl African Youth Neteork (WAYH) 0
collabomtion with the Open Socioty Iniiative of ‘Wast &fnca
(CENAA) and the Linfed MNetwork af Young Peacebuiders Sierra
Lo (UMY Siema Loans),

How did it start ond why?

The pardiamend was lunched diring a tmining seminar on
Pancebuiding and Conflict Besclution which was held 0
Frostown, Sierma Leone in August 2003 and was atiended by
rmone than fordy young people from Libera, Guinea and Sierra
Lecne. The initimiive of the youth padiament wes a direct
maction te ihe manginelzed position of youth; ey am handly
imealved in the peacebulding process in thalr counties and
& nol considered &5 positive actors nor are they Included
In decison making insbiuions, In tha confict-tem megion of

the Mand Rivar Union eforts hawe baen made o suppor he
peace-bilding nillathves of wormen and ciil sociely, bid mo
comparabila eMorls war mads b0 irmeeal and promote (e mla
ol waulh leaders, whio ol only mpresent an aromaous pobantial
faor cihanga in posl-conllict siluations, bul olban &k an he kay
achars in the cormmunily development and sosial iranahonmeslion
arriang Eheir peers,

The airm of the pafdisment is to brng logalhar MRLU youlh
leadars working for peacebulding and non-viekenl confic
rasolulion in view ol empoasaing heir capacitiae; ahaing o
fisld sxpedences; netwarking to owemoorme their galation b
improe he edtectiveness of their projects and bo achisve mans
advotaay power The yauth pariament will &l as & catalyst for
youth ampawermend in the regian

What do they do?

Thes memibers of the parlinment rmeet yeady in ibe coundne of the
prasident of the parfament 10 disouss their arnosl actionplan.
Emch courtry-delegation is resparsibile for undertaking actiities
and prajects in their kmecountry relating o the foous-sress of
the parfarrent The first paar (2000-2004) of the parl@ment
was usad bo speesd the inforretion on the youth parfameant,
boy b knawn by aidhorities and other onganisstions and 1o
sefet good members. The first vear was closed with & cofmmon
praject of al membane of padiarment & peace-caraven through
the Manoe River Basin You can find rmone infarmation on this
praject on page 15, The firsd session of the parliament was held
in Coanakery franm e 27-25" Mavernber 2004 Durning this seasion
the stafues of the padiarment wers drafted to belp govern the
merlivities of the parliamen.



Ther coming year the parlament will cominue to set e project in
tha fial ki g aireas:

AL Youth Builkaing Poace

¥oung People play a cantral ke in the provantion of viclenoe
and conflict, as wall as in the actions ta bring paace incsar fam
socicdies. In a region, ridden by conflict, the simtegc target
of this group is 1o manstream tha mle of young peopls as
rancetudders,

¥ouih Advacacy

This working group has a key simbegic onendatian fo serve
as a ink botwesn young field workers and decision makees,
As spvoral mombers of the Pariamant ame fiold workars we
oonsider i smportard 10 opan communication channods and
passibil ities for lnbbying and bringing youth conoermes fonsard al
a fop kerel, This group undertakes campaigns and movemans;
iooks for access o the meda, identifies simtegic oppormities
1o infusnon youth participation &1 the local and mgional lnvel,

MAU Rewvitaizetion Workimg Growe

This Group wil work on the sunvival of the egon through
regional and econamic mintagration &s tha Mano River Linon
= =ean 12 be crificel B2 the sursival of the threa courdrias, Tha
Group theretore seaks fo engage n concrete activitias srmed a
reitalzing tha Mano River Linion Sacratanat and promating the
spirt and protocnls of the Unien

AAFU Raman Righis
Tha oijective of this group & 1o promole human dghis and
tha rule of law in the sub-region. Consequantly, fhey wil

{ois on msearching, mformation axchanges, monilonng and
dissemiralion with srmphasis on the nghts of women, chidran
and youth

¥outh Fighting HIVSIES

This group will concentrate an looking for affectve actions
by young peopla to prevent the spread of HV/Rids and a1 the
sama fima taking mchon 1o fight discAmination and stigrmatising
associabed with the disaase.




Information sur le
Parlement des Jeunes
pour la paix de L'union
du Fleuve Mano

Introduction

En vim d'ncosmpagnor ot da padiciper & la malisation des
objsctits da l'organisation de MUnan du Flewss Mano, plussaors
Ceganisations do la Socittd Civile =0 somd démocratiquamant
crisdns ot 5o sam consolidéns an e regroupant au sesin d'on
vasin Maoveomand efficece trmunillant dares fous les domaimas,
Crea omanisations onl joud un ke de promiar ordrs dans o
riglemand des conflits. Parmi olles, o Afsany dos Fommos
du Flmurea bano powr la Paix qui s’ast monkrd partioul iiremant
mrlif dans ln mebilsalion des &Gnergies, on sansiblisart los
populations, en interpaliant les dirigeands @ las msponsablos
des factions balligéraries of an proposant sa madiation.

& Firmage des fammas, Ins jpunes des pags de FUman du Fleues
Mano ot mis an place un Pardement powr leur servir do tribunn
d'expression, de cadra de riflexion of d'sction an faeaer uno
cultune s ln Pan, de Nintégration ot oo ddueloppement.

Historiqua

Sur imeftakion du Réseau des Jourss de Fidngua do POuesd
(WAYMG ot de FUNDY da In Sierm Léone, un séminaim do
frrmation sur ba Baschition des Confits, la Prdvenhon das BT/
VIH/SIOW, ok ks Mode da Gestion das Projets avait moroupds plus
d'uni trentaing de jeunes eaders du mouvernent essociatit do
In Guingo, da la Siorra Leons ot do Lisérin du 27 juillst au 2 Saod
2003 en Frastown, capitake de la republique de Siama Leone.
& 'issue d'une sermaine de farmation, les punes onl decids, o
samad 3 aoild, do la mise on place do lour Padomant en v do
leur participation & ln rdalisation des objectifs de 1'Union o da
oo du Milkinaire foods par ks Ratans Linies.

Mision
Le Parderment dies joumas da Linicn du fsuve Mano pour la Paix
s v &re une tribunes axpression, of un cadm prildgie de



rédlaxion, de concaratiaon ef d'eclicn en vue du menfanrcerment
das capscités des punes dans les peocessus de Paig,
aimbégratian ot de davelopgperrsnt.

A ce fitre, e Paderrent peut ssedr oFnstrument e migs an
munTe  des pogrammes o projets redalife & e construction
da In Paix, & l'infegraficn scus megionale, A la Demooratio, & n
Bonne Gousernanae A In utte contra |n Pauemeds, I Cormuption,
las ISTAH SIDG ala,

Acrtivites

. Riéslser ks achons de sersibilsation, do formation
at diinfarmation dans o cadm de la preventon ot de
nésaliftion des conflilts, de la pauvretd, de la cormiplicn,
da ln Demooratie, de b Borme Gouearmanca, des
Dreuts Hirmmins, de o lutbe contre bas ESTAHOSIDN,
ata,

= Qrganiser des carmanas of des woysges d'ésde ao
main du Bassin du Flewva Kano.

- Encournger ot aonganisar les mnoontms périodiques
ardm s jeunes a trmears e spord, e of ln cultura.

- Promouresir  Fhygisne ot In pmtection de
Farsironneerent

- Initier @t anrmer don séancas d'apprentissage des
lingues  officielles. pour facilbar n commurication
anira ks jalines

- Intarpaler las  populstions, Bs aulodbés at e
comiminaute mtamationsl s0F las Juashons de
palk, de sacume, des Drofls humans, & e Bonng

Founammanees abe,

Apparer uns assistanoe aue personnes vickimeas des
coriflits ol das calarribas,

Encouragern, ceganiser b parficiper aue rencontres
naticnales ot imMomaboralss olbves A ln pa, A
Imiagratian et au deelcppement.

Entreprandm toutes démambes pour b mobilisation
oan reEmOUncs nécessams a la raalsation des
ohjpctis du Pardamant,

S'affiler A foutas omanizations nobionakas, sous

nigicnaies. ot oontinentales powsant las midmes
objactis,










Introduction MRU
Peace Caravan

Tha MALl paace carmean was the fist jont project of the ML
woullh paramant and look place in MNovernbar 2004, jusl balore
tha first sesson of 1ha padlament. Tha alm od tha pasce canvan
was o promote peace, ity and reconciiation i the Mano
Aivar Union and 1o conributa fo the Unided Nations Decads
for a Guitum of Peace. Tha peace camyvan inended to incoase
Ihe imwaleamand ol woukh and lecal people in paacabuiiding in
Tha megion and 1o pul pressune on the povermmeEnts 1o work, on
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sustainaile paace In fha regon. An mporant elemand ol this
mission was unity in diversity, a significant step towsed buikding
a4 cultur of paaca, Threa diferant cullures, two difereni
angusges, dfarant social and rebious Backgrounds foged har
o A rruliphe ppumey for 8 sngle cause: Peaos.

‘Whara and whan?

S0 that's why from 10017 Movamber 2004 a yellow bus
carmid A0 young pacgle from Skeare Leona, Guinaa and Liksna
thnough the Mano River Union bo speead the messages of peaae
I especisly 1he young pacple in the subregion, The carsvan
started in Conakry and then found ds way through bordervilage
Parnlap fo Siera Leone, via Freedown up o Bo-Walerside at
1ha Siesra Leonean/Liberian bardes. From them they retumed B
Guinan to visid Coyah, Kindin and Madina=0Oula. Due to soeourly
probleme i Monrowvia they unfofunataly had fo cancal the
Libarian part of the camyan; but they did cross the Mano Rror
separating Liberia and Sema Leone while singing their three
national amhams,



What did they da?

On the wey the young padicipants, all membar of the
vouth padisment, spread flyers with pesce rmesssges and
intormation abouwt the youth parkament and Balked o cunous
people gathanng sound the bus. In the border villeges thoy
lock more lime 1o gather tha youth with the el of thee
anists wha attracted the p=eople with thelr dooms, The young
parliarmertarians went it dislogue with their local pesns about
he imparance of the conlribution of young peapla 10 pesca,
the causes of condflicl, the dally problems confronting them
and whal they, the yollh, can 3o o aoldily Bhe peace in thair
counties. The workshops wane closad with sngng peace
sorkgs and dancing on the dodbm of the droems.

Curing he paaca caravan 1ha paficipants alss med with the
Guinean minister of youth and sports who labor  proviced
accarmmadation and faod durng the parfarmentary session,
andd Thery visied Tha Mano River Lnon secretanial and fhe AL
e fomum in Ereetown,

Intanskae axperience

The 7 days of the carvan were an inbensive espenence for the
paticipants, Dsa o the chalengas of very Ded roads, fragle
spcunty and poor communication mears they had o change
Ihe ariginal moule and impeovisa 1o deal wilh e unexpedcled

changes. They had b adust (o & real momad lie: skeeping in
1ha apan gir; eating what was 1o ba Tound on 1ha way, washing
n rvers and dealing with ihe challengos of three difforen
Gultures packad logather im one bus. Bul through nbensive
diEcissions about the meaning ol peace and the inmponancs
of disogue; through informal langusge oourses, netsarking and
A ot of singing the group bacama united. And at the and of tha
aamyan the young deputies wore eady o inke up tha aclivities
and challengas for the coming year, slaled in the acticn plan
of tha yolih parksment wihech hes bean deaan up dunng the
parirmeriary session







The caravan day
by day

Day 1: Wednesday 10 Novembar Departure day

Wa plannad 1o depart from tha minisiry of youh and spars in
Conakry with the Guinoan delegation and a smal delegation
frami Siarra Leans that waees suppased 1o hava amved one day
n acvance, In fhs moming thay had stll not emeed, so the
Guiraan dalegation proceaded with fha departurn cemmany al
tha rnising Tha minster of youth, spords and culuee, . Elhadg
Foda Soumah, axpressed his support for such initisttees, wishiod
us a goad jpoumey, and handed over the Gunean fing which was
going 1o ba attachad an tha bus. Whon the aeaning approsched
wa decided 1o stert maving n the declion of Frostoan in the
hops we would maet tha Siama Lecneans, wha had sdll not
amived, on the way, This was complataly the opposita directon
Tram wihiat had baen plannad, We procesdad il the st losn

auiside Conakry: Coyah and thers we parked ol @ sirategic tolsl
peired slation: the Bus with our Barner and flag in the spotiight
500 case the otbans would pass they would spat us..we skepl
ouieids on our rres.

Cay 2: Thursday 11 November

Morming bous in our potrod station: stll o sign frome our
brodbears 5o we decidad to iaka the rond to the bordor, Pamiap,
How hapmy we wene 10 armeva thome and o soa & QoUp wWeaning
whita T-shirts with ‘Amiassadars of peace’; that had 1o

btk Thizy had hiad an accident on the way and part of the
group was still bahind, We bad 1o wait for them, so we desided
1o stay im Pamiap and use our time o do ouwr fist workshop,
Wa gathered 1ha willage people by walking and dancing through
tha village, with the adists with the drums in framt and all the
parficipants in Teshirts, handing ot the fpors, and snging
‘Mo mom war = wo want paacel’ in which the children socon
ined. Wi took the whole maess to the school wheme Towms, the
presidant, and some oihars spoka B0 the crowd, Thoy talked
abaut the aim of tha peace carawan, the mpartance of peace and
thn rola of youth in conflicts. Aftar thad thay waerm mha disiogue
with tho prople prasent, mosily young peopks, by sskng thom
aquastions about the probiemes thad they ans confronted with and
thair ideas abowd poace and conflict. Attar the discussions in
ha haat sun we amoyed the possEdlity of & bath In iha neadyy
e W then decided that it was better to maove on inshaad of
kasing Eime; again hopdng 1o mest tha othars on the way, in Pon



with & big group nowe We werd siraight o the nstional stadinm,
&= fh minigtry of youth and sperts in Sera Lacne had promised
us B provide ledging in the national stadiorm hostel. We visited
the Mana Biver Union Secnrarinl whens we wans neceived by
the sscredary geramsl, e Tdane. From fhars a small group
rmed with some joemialists and fram thers we &l poossded o
m warkshop an journalsm and peascobuilding onganised by the
MEBLU peace farum, In tha seening wo did a short sassion autside
this stadium, but duns to & focdball matah we had littks sudonos.,
W slopd in bods!

Day 4: Saturday 13 November

But not far long, beonuse we had 1o leaee aary in tha moming.
Wa had n long joumay shoad; wa wanled to mach the border
with Litaria in the swaning o msat the Libanan delsgation. The
mimeosphem in the bus was good; people wone discussing the
rmaaning of prace or singing songs and teling okes. In Bo. a
tovam of moborbilons, we asked soma young bBoys (o esoort us on
thioir motorhikes, They put on our T-shirs and wa sang while our
fipars wern monhend by anger hands. We siopped fo talk a litie
to the cudous paople in small groups, but bad o continua dus
o tha teme pessun

Fram Kamama iha road becama vany bhad, it startad to rain and
thi driving becarme difficult. | was n scary jourmssy and it was
alFeady approaching 9 pm when we arved In Zmm, the |sst
village befare the bordar, W had to stay these for tha night and
v wera hankful that the ool autharias offersd us FREGms ina

hause and wakar b wash. Tha sesning we 3id 8 ssssion around
& banfire in the middke of T allage wheee i was full of young
peopks. As saon as ey beand e doms they all carms neeeer
and forrmed A big cinsle around us, W sang peacse soiE with
thesry danced fogpedber and went inkos disbogue with some keen
yourg peophe whio wans very intermstod.

Day 5 Sunday 14 Movember {End of Ramadan)

fgnin we had to gal up bedom sunnss bo complobe the oy
to Bo-YWatarside, an the ather sido of tha barder Thone al s
wo et ouF missing delegation: the Lierians, who had beon
wating far us sinca the previous day,  When we crossed 1he
bricge over the Mano rver, the fhma delegabions fall thair unity
and we hakd hands whie singmng the thres national anthoems,
W than maved with our music thmugh the vilsge, dancing and
soon joined by n big crowd (it was the end of the Ramadan).
In the hall the people and manry childrmn wane almady wating.
Th Lierian dedegation had propared the villags wal for our
mrrtval. & srmall dalagaticn first had 1o speak o tha aldars and
soma athar pacgle want b maka an ermisson for tha kaal mda
statiar. Tha ofhers msamwhiba had stared singing ard talking ta
th paopie prasedd. The many childeen joinsd us in singing: “a0
want peace, o mom war® and listened 1o us when axplaining
aiout the b of young peopls and tha impariance of panoo,
Afler the 1alking and singing we procsadad o & big grass field in
thix meddia af the vilage whare wa plared 3 freas 1o syrmbolize
the new psacs that we have 1o walar to missa (b Qo)
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About the Peace Caravan

Mohamed Nygkol from Slera Leons

"My sxpeniancs during the caravan was unprecedenisd gmd
g, whan young pacpke fram the three colnfries
r'rb:- fr_.lgﬂff‘lﬂ* i & b o ™ e H HT LAPTLME

L
tn.:-_.ln Merarthels: 1.-u mesd to oo more 50 I'."'m our effort
will not go i vain. "







Day &: Monday 15 November

It wiss anather long dey in the bus we only reached Pamlap
around Gpen and were just in fime o cmoss e border and
conkinus fil Coyahe On ke wery fhe driver beok us 53 his tarmily
whare all $0.of us took a bath 1o wash aff two days dift. In Coyah
we had hoped that the predect would provids accommadatian,
bt e was almady skseping when wa amved. So fhame wa ans
again, left m the streat. But luckiy the driver saeed 1= again by
taking us ta a famiy house wharne wa could sproad our meds; tha
girls insida, tha boys outsida, Tied as we am we siopd,

Diay 7: Tuesday 16 Movember

& phonecal 1o Conakry aamed us that tha mmester of youlh
ard sports was suppossd B arisea in Coyab that moming. We
decided to wai for him al the prefects mansion. We had o short
cormmony when the ministar had amived and the prefect ofiamd
1= drinking watar, Maxt bo the houss was a kg schaol and tha
predect helpad us o aranga that wa could give a warkshop far
sorma af the classes. With & big crowd of feenagers around us wa
did curwarkshap, talked to the pupils, danced, sang and started
car mbrmcuctan with droms and singng. Tawe and Isidom used
their educntiva talants o give a laly talk o the pupils, They
askad thom wity youth am mecdved in war g which the puplls
resspandied with mesans a8 poverty and hunges Subsequantly
they asked wha woulkd be wiling 1o join a mebelgroup # they
woild ofer therm 200 dolars., only ted reised thedr hands, They
ware calked in tha middle af tha cincks 1o eaxpain thair answer

Orea o {hem axplained that i you are poar, you have no work
youu mre nod fres and otfers can impase fhair will on pew, The
by e pupils were given & tehin for fhar axplarerdion. After
the snging and dancing a lot of pupils cama to tak ta us in
small groups, W left sensibilisabion materals abow Hiiaids,
tabaoos and education with the aed aff tha schoal,

Chor maxct destination was Madna-Cula, n bordar vilage babaaen
Guinea and Sierma Loone. This willnge was nod plannesd, but tha
tirme didn't allow us 1o mach the originaly planned willnges ks
Mramkom and Yenga, We had to omss a river by boat bafor
raaching the vilage. It was already lata when amying in Madina
Qe Tha bus was quickly surounded by axcited chikdmn
wha wern averloading us with quasbiors and wo wane looking
farward to A nice session aourd @ bonfire. Moamnwhila though
ur prasddent Toum was talking fo the authorities and that
taak a long fime, The commandar of the vilage wees nod ot all
plansed with this surprse visd, Ha was nol impressed with the
doouments from tha ministry of youth and sports and said that
w shoukd hnve asked for perrmissian in the miitary camp, scma
kilmedras aband, This villegs had bean attacked dudng the war
arvd bacnss of the land bordar the securty mansLires wan wary
sirict. 5o skict that svan A bus of young peacebuildars was
apparantly soon as a patendinl disquised mbelgroup! We wara
nat aflowad b ewvan pass he night in tha sillage and wana sant
hack in the dirk, accampanied By & soldan We slept with in fhe
sarme Tarmily house in Coyaht



SWEET
PEACE
CARAVAN

What a sweet Peace Caravan
Ohwhat a joyful Peace Caravan
What a funny Peace Caravan

Singing songs of [dentities

Song of differant ribes, languages
Learning differant things

Sharing jokes of youthfulness

All in teens and twenties

Bom in war live in war survive by God
Amidst political religious racial

And cultural divarsities

Holding together as one tree

& caravan of wonders and challenges

A caravan of obstacles and barrles

The unforgettable experience of Madina
oula pampala,and the

happy stop In Bo-WaterSide and comadaya
Oh what a Jeyous night at Mongo Taady
The exchange of ideas

Learning of language

Ohwhat a sweet Caravan

Mot forgetting the dally news
The networking, breakthroughs
Integration etc,

What a Sweet Cavaran

WHEN SHALL WE SEE AGAINT?
Writhen by

Massa Dopoh (Liberia)
Member MBU YOUTH PARLEMENT
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PARLEMENT DEs JEUNES DE LA MANO RIVER UNION

HALTE A LA VIOLENCE

One of the songs NE DE
of the Peace Caravan F" vA ‘e N "
No more violence / “‘t

Chorus x 2 We say no more violence in our nati
Among our selves in the Mano River
All what we need is peace every day

Vers 1 This is the time for peace to reign in Afri
Let us come together to work for peace
One family and one united people with p
Unite to build a better nation, so we say
viclence we nead peace every where

Allx 2 Lalalalala
We want peace
Chorus x 2 till fade

PEACE CARAVAN

NO MORE VIOLENCE

BAAMO RIVIEEE UUNICHEN YOUTH PARLIAMIEIENT
oy istpar-corekry 10 - 17 BOAVT 1d
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Members

Mohamad Tours | Presidant | Mationality: Guinean
| Age: 31 | Oecupation: philosophy teacher | Emall;
oo 13 hatrmal. com |

Motivation J'ai woulus it membre du pardement pour mimoxe dedendm las
préoco palions al lee ssgiralions das jeunes au niveau de molre soue I'ﬁﬂl:ll'l .
A trarears man associabion de basa, @ ma sus angags dens la

construction de o paix adour de mal, car sans e pax il n'y 8 pas de

denvaloppament . Il st important dhangager & punasse dans la consimction
da |a pax, car ln jpunesse considue 'esanir of la dovenr da toule sociabd
hiFTEing . Sans |8 jeunesss, owe aclion da consiniction da & peix asl sane
garanbe Tujue

Cuell 2t ton ridve de paix T Ui monds sans guerns | sans viclenos, gang
axncluson . Autand gue cela poeul dépendre de tol, fais 18 paix aved toul la
g ala el

Salamaty Kamara | vica-president | Mationality; Samra
Leonaan | Age: 27 | Docupation: secretary | Organsation;

Fescelinkz aducalion amganialion | Emailiconlact

sal ebkay@yahoo,com, miuyouthparEmeanbyahoo,com |

Maodivation | gof engaged in peacshullding afler a dacada long civil war,
I ressimedd that it s necessary for yaung peopls, sepecially wormen, 1o be
invohead in pesacebullding sinca ey ane (ha ones boan uged.

What is your dream of pasca? & word froe from sy and smrmunitions
arnd hawa neads of youlhs Being addresasd.

i/

Modivation | became activa in peacabuiding becausa of the perpatusl
witlenes that engubed my region and 1 devastating efect the sorflict had
an young peepha,

What is your dream of pance? That the ward will continucsly be
peacalul. Ba paliant mindad in Lle, Tor he who Bughs B, Boghs (e basl

Arthur Becker | 29 Deputy speaker | Nalionality: Liberian |
Apge: 25 | Ocrupation: student taconomics) | Organisation; Mans
River Students Uinion | Emait unoy ibd hatmal.com

Fityia Toura | Malionalild: Guingen | Age: 26 | Dooupation:
indormatiqua | Crganisation d'ongine: Fal-play | Emallicontact:
tounsdays@yaboo fr |

Maotivation
=('est pour l'inkarit das jpunes c'est A dim defendne o iméeit
Irivier les punes o dvider les conflits.
-Eradiquar | espril de rebedion
. Cuinl est fon réve de paix? C'est Esser négner ba paix.



Francis Dopoh || | Matonakty; Lseran | Age; 25
Ciocupation; student | Dmanisation: Youth Organced for
e Prodmolicn of Rbelaciual Sclivilies (FOP1A) and MEL
Student Linion (MARSLI | Email: dbatal*X4&Eyahoo.com
AmeusL2000&yahoo cam |

Motivation | was motivated by e undawmed des 1o buld paaca and
prevent condlict in the MAL basin 5o as to fully attan the makimization
Sualainakble develogimen in Libera, the MAL Basin, Waal-Alrca, he world
o, Haing |ivad tha andire waars of my exisiance In condlict | saw It &8 a
veasteful efiort bo hence peace in e d those of us who aee the vulnerable tamet
&1 back and look, Upon this fealng, | pined the tics! antivar damonstrations
that ook pece onJdan 15th 19655 n Monrmsin, Libena,

‘Whiat i your dream of peace? My dream s 10 anpoy peace &l the el of mmy
e bath in Atrica and tha word oyved and my children and infinita ganesation
ive in a global village aaribly parsdise.

Chares M, Johnnick | Mationalite: Libaran | e 27 |
Oecupatian student | Organisation: Yoioe Against Violence|
Emall: yricaagalrstvidencedyaboo,com |

[

A )
e o

Motivation My reason of beooming mombar of tha MAL youth parkament is
bo work wilh young people e ywoulh bo being aboul solation (o abalishing in
thiz sub=region, paticuarty region af the ML

What is your dream of peace? My drearn for peace is thal one day the
plarst aarth shall b trea of Wiakncs, war will B histony, and we will 51 83
young peoplo to discuss peacse, not war Peacabuikding omganisations shouid
b faboan veny sarous when il comes o ranafomming he young braumatized
ganarations of 1ha word,

J'".I,':" Soumah | Mationalita | Guinsans | Aga : 26
Cocupation : riambenance @n inforredique | Onganisation
diriging : Partarmant de la MR

Ermail ; soumah_adyadyahoo,fr |

il

Maolivation Sans la paix pas de dédseloppermant. J'en vau qis dans Maspase
fMano o'ast une seule nation, 1 peuple gu ont de méma problimes ou'elie
goit done dans cetbs conditions sans la paix su Leria pas de paix en Guirnae
&t Ay Sierra Leans, Cast PO CEIG NOUE SOmmes [ous Condamnes da virs
ensembile pour consénure s pa durabla dars noie sous region Chaest
Aldcain.

Gual ast ton riwe da paix ? Cela est un rive commune G'est Uidéal que
les Adricaing sus-roderess medterd en plasce des sirmbéges powr permebies a
I"Adnqus o mlrowyer une cerlame Slabikta el un carsin  mdrescanan du
pomt v palfigue, fcoromiqua ef social,

LaGhEria Jan | Matonalty; Siema Leonean | Agec 25 |
Crooupation: sooinl worker | Organisation: Peaca links' W™
Sheera Leans | Email: zasiahdyahod, com |

Maotieation | seo it fd that as n youth actidst in Siemra Loone over the past
years we have been shrupgling fo mainain pesaca in fhe MALL Mow i's e
rightl fime for ma bo play an active ole after having undergone the 2003
traning conférence in Freedown. | was mativated in 1980 by & club called
Global Farnity In LS8 and & branch in Freedown thal was praching peace
MESSaEes USing poace songs comrmanity ihaatre and outmach to schools
&l

What Is your dream of paaceT My dream ot peace s lat peace prevall In the
warkd and MBLU and let us all cragke & culture ol peace.



Massa Tina Dopaoh | Mationality: Liberiam | dge:
18 | Decupation: universily siudent | Organtsalion:
Hidts And Tomammony (KAT, axecutiva directar) | Emait
timasdapolrdyahoo.com |

Motivation | got engaged in poacabuiking for three good masons:
1. DTwanl o be a good peacebiddern his s why Pm aludying polilical
schanca Bnd socioligy

2. Toencourage otfer youths io be a good peacebuilder by saying no o
war,
3. Totell other youths that wa am precicus in the eyes of ged and thad god

wants = 1o ba peacabuildars and nod warlonda,
What s your dream of peace? My dream of pesca |8 be ses youth unitad, living
in larmony with each other Bespecting the nules and regulations of our coumdry
lesadars, T 200 youlh togethar discussing pasce and naking pesce decision,
Advice Youth plaase take education vary sericus 5o thad your right to de good
things cannol be abused o by wakonds and disgrontled headars.

Harbert Bangura | Mationality: Mara River Uinion Citizen |
Age: 19 | Decupation: siudantaluntesr | Organisation; IBARN
(imtematianal Education And Aesourne Matwaork) SLOARYR 5L
Errail: beoolS8TE@yahoo, com, booolrmusicEyahod, oo |

Motivation To posdively contrituta iowards the sustananca of asting peace
and Linily in the sub-ragion Speak agains] Eaues, which haban s weltams ol
yousth in the region. Seeing the nead for lesting peace corsidering tha fruits of
e sermaless wans within the sul-region the anly way one can achieve peace is
wien wa ana imalved ine-crestional activities and are an axper in e wider and
s media, belp train other yauth

Isidore Gonona Manamou | Maticnalitéd; Guinden | Age:29
| Oocupatiare journaliske | Organisstion d angines Parlerment de
18 MRL | Enai iEgona D00Enyahaolr |

Motivatlon Farce que ks obiaciits du parlamant cedeant avec mas inbantions
dm wair mégner in paix dans Ie monde an géndral ot dans la région do la Mano
an pariculies Surloul par o que je sl jeune. Depuls 1OWours (& sue engags
an tavalr oo la palx parce qus pour mal & pelx n'a pas da pex, D ke voelonbs
cerrtral, la paie o' est Mabsancs de fout oo qui peut porber préudios an la beré
de I'hamma an sockita, Alors des lorsous |6 sus acteur soclal, [aspiee A la
PO

Quel est bor réve de paild? Mon rdve de paie esd O woir an Sl une Seancs
todade di Druit de hesil, d'semig e, Que |8 population mangs a fin Qu'il v ast
plus demplai pour L jeunesss gue st enmouler dans B gusms, pas mangue de
e e subsislance,

Donald Kalokoh | Mationality: Sierma Loonean | Age: 40 |
L Oecipalion: socia worker | Omganisalion: Minisiry of youth and
© sponis | Emall; donsldkalokohiyahoo.com |

Motivation My counlry has jusl anded a decade long chd war | ecame
engaged n peacebuildng by sardng as a valumieer of LIKOY Sierma Laone.
What is your dream of paace? Let peace prewvsl on aarh



Y chisdent | Oinganisation; Violca againsd vicdence | Emal;

Motivation | got angaged in peaca building whan | sy thal war browght a
satback to everyone's lifa, Whan | ound oul theat magonty of tha youth wana
1he cause of the sutfering and set Back | el that corming bogether as youths
o shere pesce massaqe and peace education will framskerm youlh inlo
uscdul matanals. | balievs that we youth can make tha dfiorance, And wa
will changa the nodion of our eders,

Whiat |5 your draam of paaca? To sea paaca mign forevar, When evargona
oar anjoy peace and fresedorn. When evenons can bea bhappy and live a
decent life, Fomver, we can make thie word a betler oma. Love i@ &l that
matiers afier all Wa as youth can maka the change. Eduanta our fnllows that
wire used as kKiling rrachine. To siop the war and take a posiive step. Sa
that caur genaration 1o come will Iive 8 decent life,

Mohamed Myakal | Matienality; Siama Leonaan | Ags:;
28 | Docupation: student | Onganesstion: UNOY (unibed
nafwork af young paacahuibdens) Sara Leana | Emait
rrncimyois T35 ot com |

7
!

Miotivotion | god angaged in poscebusiding &t the time when the people of
Sarra Leoma were in dare nead of peace. Allhough L was nol an aasy lask,
bt with the skills | have sogquinsd in confaronces, workshops, sominars,
and aiufreaches | was able bo motivate the famear BUF ebels and the COF
fighters in 1he Eastam Bagion o sumender the waapons |disammansni)
through mdio disoussions, drama and outreach progmammes which led tooa
spesdhy disarmarnment in the Easl.

What is your draam of paace’ My dream of pagce (s nod somathing b b
ledt io odbeens in distand place. It is something we areabe mine b rminte
in our ellorts (o cullivale love, passion and fongiversass for olhars. Fanging
trust in ouwr mspective commundies, countries thowgh our osm acton and
axarmplE.

Harriet (Geaedah | Mationality: Libaran | Age: 22 | Ocoupation:

1

Aurelia Tamba | Natioaality; Libeman | Agec #0 | Qocupations
universily sfudent | Dnganizalion: Wayh (Wesl Alrcan Youlh
Metwork)= Liberia | Emait aurdinbaisyfpahoooom

Maodivalion | Dacame & mambar 1o promole peace in e mgon hrough peaace
advocasy and sansiization program inEhe MALL To edept to a cuflues of peace
armang the MELU region To educabe sspecially worrsn abou theair imporiance
in e e i g

What is your dramm of pansca? | want poace 1o regn in thea whols world s dore
Ly He young ones and we are the youths, we need o work very band toward
this draarm,

Horzo Forkpa | Matonality: Liberian | Age: 23 | Cooupation:
acoountanbEludan | Organisatione WaYh Liberian chapler) |
Ermail: compdsusiyvahooooom |

Motivation | became a mermber of the MEL youth padisrrent bo personally
confriiide to peacebulding In not only the MAL d Alnca as a whoba, |
attanded A warkshop in Monnovia, Liborin on peacebusidng and | wes groatly
bouched by Bhe exposune, Snce then | vow 0 engaga mysell wholahaarledly in
peacrbusiding.

What is youwr dream of peace? My dream is b see everlasting peace, | meaan
thal the pasca of God thal sumpessas all undarslanding redign throughaot 1he
LINiVErSe.



Carvey Moore | Mationaity; Liberan | Agea2 | Gooupation;
phregician assistant ipoa.) | Crpanisstion: Liberians unded for
peaace (LIULR) of Movemant Againsd Poverly (MAR)

Ermai: daneymooméyahao.com

Muotivartien | gol engsged in peacebaiiding theough tha nspirstion of the MEL
yruth padiament and LLIP [Lorans uniied for prograss) for fha prormotion: of
paaca. | came in conlacl wilh klow MAL mambars who encoumsged me b
tarm A part of peacebuikding a5 & youth in that youlhs am &t nek of being usead
in arms condict as klling mechines. | therefors thought it very expadient to gl
solely and whally iInvohad,

Whiat is your dream of peace? My doam of poace is that the antre wordd have
lalal paace and sabiity by non violence and sanailisation of olhed yoauth in the
Digspora, And | am of the strongsast comeaction hat by 2020, therm will ba waorkd
peace by gad's dvine intereenion and nspieation.

Josaph Suko Myars | Malionatity: Litverian | Sgpeeda |

Cwoupation; busness manager; peace and povarty advoonte
Crrganisation: YAP (outh ageinst poverty), a branch in MAP

iMavement against poverty) | Emalt pyegomy@tyano. com |

Mativation | Became member of Tha MBU bacausa | tasl that tham ara many
socinl prablams that woung people are facng, spocificaly poverty, ionomnon,
and diseases ebe. You see, peacebulding is ane of iha mosl imporant (hings
nww N the MALL besin, because withoul peace thar can ba no nommality of
eary aspect of IHe Africa had been in darkness for loog time, | feel thed the
time has coma with the halp of our donars to Bring trua lights of paace and
mmconciinbion = moreover demoorang

Whal is your drasm ol pasce? Wall, my dream of peacs is Lo make sure hal
youths am wall tunded and ancouraged e advocata tor paace and peacetisliding
i thes WAL firsily, and secondly 1o be frain to know how o menege contichs and
wichanoa,

t Radiatou Bangoura | Mationalils | Guineens | Aga: 20|
" Ccocupabane etudianie | Qrganisation d’origine © atudiants da
B [Email | kadialoubangoura2d0iEyahoodr |

Motivation Cast peFca qua (@ s1s [sung, (@ suls Faveni da damaln, at le bot
iy parlemant ast do recensénirme Favene Je suis foujours dans does aclivités de
peunaase, al qua |a guama aal an irain de ronger notie pandeat ion.

Cual a5t ton réves da palx ¥ La solldarnitd, 1a justice, lufler contr les drogues, |
b gouvernancs. ..

Consall Apddar la Querma, synonymme e destruciion, ameier les condids pour
sauvar hsmanite.

Pourgudi das millions pour payver ks anmes, ke millions 3'anfants meuran da
laim & sont das Innecants,

Willlametta F. Cooper | Mationslity: Libarkan | Saec 21 |
Oocupation: student | Oganisation: WAYR/ Libaran chaptar |

L ak Bl wdlrmeddlue@hahoo.com |

m

Maodivation | decided 1o Decome & mambsar of the FMBLU youlh pariameant in
order fo hedp my felkw youth in rebuilding our country and the workd &t lange.
Thal was one of the reasons secondy | am a4 youth and heve decided b lay
doam rmy e for peace sake. To add my voios bo the others 1o cry and wor for
pemos, undil we can ged it

What s your dramm of pasce? My dream of peace & to maka sume that youih
are wel jounded and also encounsge them to advocate for peacse and pasce
budlding in the MALL Firstly and secondly to b2 irsned b know haw o mansags
candlicts and viclenca,



Moharmed Sillah Sesay | Malionallly: Skara Leonean |
Sepec 72 | Docupation: raticnal coordinaior | Organisation; Had|a Marlama Camara | Netionaliti: Guinsarme | pec22
I-. j Cooupation: dudiarts | Onrganisation d ongines Parlement de

la MRL | Ernail: rariamasuesnneedyahoo.dr |

Childrén and youth for pesce network | Ermail: rmoharmrmedsill
AhZD0E Uy ahoD.Com

Maotkeation In order fo buld the toundation for & peacetul world where  Motivation Pour une mailieure Inkegraticn dans mon mdled, Panca que nen na
viclence and war will ceass fo be accepiable | thought @ necessary to pout se faine sans la paix, ala est primordiake e précicuss; alls est a préseroe
led the education of young peopls in Skera Leone inculcale the vakies of  Quel st ton réve de paic? Lunibs dans & sclicarié,

peace and urity and then changs the nogative parspective that the socialy

hedds against the yaung people of Sera Leone that of amy time they come

togather Thane willl De wolanca among thesmsahas,

¥What is your dream of peace? My dream of peace is bo let the education

ol aur young peapka inculcate the values of paaca and unily so that the

genaration yat unbam wil live and grow in a poncohd workd whare viclenoe

and wier will ceass ko be acosplekle.

Faorama ru Ghassay | Malionality: Siama Lasnaarn |
fgn; 28 yaars | Qooupations volunteer | Crgamisations Dove
cul woulh crganisalionUnoy (United Mebwork ol oung
Feacebldars) | Emall inigbash@yahooocom |

Marle Admire Kanuy | Nationalky: Siera Leonsan | Age:
24 | Dooupation: tacilitador | Ceganisation: Lutheran World
Federation’ WS | Email: Fromglonytoghery 20023yaloo. com |

Maotivation | angaged mysed in pascabulliding lor the countres In Afdcate  Motlvation | think 8z a mambar of tha MR IE s 8 right for me o baecome a
Leer i pemce by being a olernodsl As youths have been used inourcounties membar and 1o sea that peace migns inall the MAL courtnas, | think withaul
throughoul e past cenbures | wanl ham b sithdraw Fom violence and b paaca yourzal & nol peaaca, and Becaiss | e paace thal wivy | angaged mmesall
focus on dovnlopment. | had akeady beon playing a greal rolo by builking  in pescebuiding

peace belwesn comrrunibes and youth groups in resolving cordlicls . 'What is your dream of peace? To see peacs reign all over the warld

batween them

Whint is your dream of peace? Paaco will make us o iva in & developing

workl, My dream for peace B ohomasly, seculy, cormmilment and

transparmncy, make 1he peace to stand fimm 0 the whobs word, May

peace preneail on earth; poliicians should not use youths as tools for war

fouth should sarea &5 b modals In tanms oF showing posiiva idess in

dewalopmant, =



‘feanch Conteh | Mationality; Sierma Lecnaean | Age;
2 | Cocupation: Studert | Crganisation: WAYN | Email:
yhontahidyahoo,.com |

Lincla Backar | Malionalily: Libarkan | Occupalion: sfuden |
Cirganisation WayYN Liberia | Emeal; beckerinodaB3@yvehoo, com

Motivation | sea it fit io becoma o member of tha KBEL YP because | want o

prormode peace in the region conoarms
Whiat k& your draam o NHEI'? Tomaintain sustsnabls peasa Inthe Mano
Reer Linion

Hu Feml Macauley | Matioradty; Sierma Lecnean | Age; 26
| Qroupatian comerrinity develogrment workenfogistic officer
| UI'I_'.I-EI'"E-H"II.'I"' Pagcalnks aducalion ceganisation | Email
peacainks2@yaboo.com |

Jeffreny Kanoghai | Matonaity; Sierra Lecnean | Email;
JefirmeEkanghaloom

Motivation Becaise | ward o be actively nvolved in decision rmaking procassss
in the MAL youth padiarent and atao o campaign for devalapmeant peace and
solidanty,

What is your dream of peaceT My draam s o e Afca frea fromm wars, HIVY

Akis pancamic #1c. By hal we can e in & peacetul simosphan with ke, unimy
ard hanmany.

WVICTora Awver | Mationality: Libanan | Cganisation: Volce

Sukaiman Kargbo | Mationslity; Sierra Leone | Crganisaiion;
against viclence | Email: wiceaganshvolanoeiyahoo.oom

LINGY Sierma Lecne | Ermail @ unoysiemakone@yahoo.com |




Facilitators

Richalieu Allison | Mationaliy: Libarian | Organisatian:
Wasd Aldcan Youlh Metwork iregional direcion) | Emai
wayn_mgionak3yahao.com |

In 2001 Richoleu Alison, fogethar with othor young West African iniliated
the Wesd African Youth Metwork fo help champion youth paricipation and
Ermpoasanment inthe si-region, He has bean involhead infensaly in the seanch
of paasce in the Conflict sbicken Mano Bieer Union and was awsarded the Peace
Promaler of the Year 2001 Award by ha Libarian Prass lor s unigue mls in
irmralving youth n the cordlict msolution proonss. He considers. the MAL Youth
Pariarment and Pesce caravan, a concept be persenally infiabed in 2008, as
his graatast achigyerment

Alhadj Contah | Haticnality: Sierma Lesnean | Qnganisation;
Linoy Sierra Leone f Miniatry of youlh and sporis | Erreil:
LnciyEiErTRlen neddyahoo, com |

Bockarie Enssah | Nationalty: Sierra Leonean |
Oinganisation: Civil sockaty movement SL /S Commanasaalth
Youth Caucus / World Peaoe Prayar Sooicty | Emall; ango
ohay_gyrecsl g hoeucom |

Husham Seszay | Mationality; Sicra Leoncan
Orgarisstion: Unoy Siera Leans | Emaik unoysismalecnedyva
NO.Com



az



This booklet has bacn prepared as pert af the follow
up progrem saxecuted by Afoneth Foundation) of the
Mamd River Umion Paace Carmavan, a progect ol he
MAL] youth pariament,

Conbers:

Roeanarijn van Waal | meesanwestdgmall.com |
Laj-cut:

o Wlaming

Copynght Utracht, Apnl 2005
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MBL! Youth Pariament
President / Guinsan delegation:
Mohamed Tours moiours 1 Ehotmail com

Liberizn celsgation:
Arthur Becker unoylib@hotmail.com

Siarra Leansan dalegation;
Salematou Kamara salabkay®hyahoo,com,
mirupauthparlamentiyahoo. com

West African Youth MNetwork

Tha MAL youth pardiarment s an initiative of the Wast
African Youth Matwork, headed by Boholou Mancal
Alizon and based in Frealown, Sierra Leona, The
‘Wast African Wouth Metwork GVAYMNY I8 8 mgonal
youlh errpowsermeant organization esiablished by four
Woung pacple from Wast adnca in Mearch 2000, WAYHN
sneks io sarva as an advocacy mechanism and Pubio
Policy Vioica for tha cauae of young peopka in Weal
Africe, WAYN serves as an umbrella siruchee for
wauth cepanizatians in West Afnca.

W wayTyouth.ong



